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HUGH  B.  BROWh 


Excerpts  taken  from  the   Improvement  Era 

Henry  Ward  Beecher  once  said,  "When  the 
sun  goes  below  the  horizon,  he  is  not  set;  the 
heavens  glow  for  a  full  hour  after  his  de- 
parture." When  Hugh  B.  Brown  retired  from 
Brigham  Young  University  in  April  1950,  he 
left  a  spiritual  and  religious  glow  that  has  never 
been  forgotten  by  the  faculty  members  of  that 
institution  nor  by  the  hundreds  of  students. 
He  will  always  be  remembered  as  a  Christian 
gentleman,  and  a  greater  tribute  we  cannot  pay 
him.  "Whoever,"  said  Emerson,  "is  open,  loyal, 
true;  of  humane  and  affable  demeanour; 
honourable  himself,  and  in  his  judgment  of 
others;  faithful  to  his  word  as  to  law,  and 
faithful  alike  to  God  and  man — such  a  man  is 
a  true  gentleman." 

One  cannot  be  in  Hugh  B.  Brown's  presence 
without  being  aware  that  one  is  in  the  company 
of  a  great  man.  He  has  the  dignity,  poise,  and 
gentility  that  carry  with  them  the  instant 
respect  and  liking  of  his  fellow  men. 

When  Brother  Brown  came  to  Brigham 
Young  University  in  1947,  he  already  had  to 
his  credit  an  ordinary  lifetime  of  service  in 
civil,  military,  legal,  and  Church  pursuits.  After 
working  with  servicemen  at  Brigham  Young 
University  for  a  season,  Elder  Brown  was 
assigned  by  President  Howard  McDonald  to 
work  in  the  Division  of  Religion.  Everyone 
with  whom  he  worked  learned  to  love  and 
respect  Elder  Brown.  One  of  his  greatest 
characteristics  was  his  genuine  humility  and 
full  loyality  to  those  with  whom  he  worked. 

The  Lord  has  endowed  Elder  Brown  with 
some  extraordinary  talents.  One  is  his  power 
of  speech.  In  this  respect  he  has  the  gift  of 
Aaron.  Another  is  his  gift  to  inspire.  This 
gift  comes  of  course,  as  a  result  of  a  long  life 
of  devoted  spiritual  service.  In  the  religion 
classroom  few  men  can  equal  his  ability, 
energy,  and  spiritual  power.  Hundreds  of 
young  students  at  Brigham  Young  University 
flocked  to  his  classes  to  receive  a  spiritual 
rebirth.  Not  long  ago  a  returned  serviceman 
told  about  an  address  delivered  by  Brother 
Brown   in   California   to   a    large    number   of 


soldiers.  He  said  the  effect  upon  the  men  was 
electric.  "Never,"  he  continued,  "have  1  come 
closer  to  the  angels."  Brother  Brown  has 
another  gift  that  should  be  mentioned.  That 
is  his  ability  to  be  both  leader  and  companion 
of  young  people.  He  is  at  once  sympathetic 
and  sensitive  to  their  points  of  view  and  they 
trust  and  respect  his  judgment. 

Hugh  B.  Brown  has  reared  a  large,  respon- 
sible family.  He  was  born  in  Salt  Lake  City, 
October  24,  1883,  a  son  of  Homer  M.  and 
Lydia  J.  Brown.  In  1900  his  family  migrated 
to  Canada.  From  there  he  was  called  to  serve 
as  a  missionary  in  Great  Britian  from  1904  to 
1906. 

In  June  1908  he  married  Zina  Young  Card. 
He  was  ordained  a  bishop  and  later  served  as 
a  member  of  the  Alberta  Stake  high  council. 
In  1921,  when  the  Lethbridge  Stake  of  Zion  was 
organized,  he  was  called  to  be  its  first  president 
Elder  Brown  served  overseas  in  the  Canadian 
forces  during  World  War  I,  where  he  attained 
the  rank  of  a  major. 

He  returned  to  make  his  home  in  Salt  Lake 
City  in  1927.  Here  he  was  called  as  president 
of  Granite  Stake,  serving  from  1929  to  1935. 

He  presided  over  the  British  Mission  from 
1937  to  1940  and  spent  the  war  years,  1942-46 
as  co-ordinator  of  LDS  servicemen.  He  was 
recalled  before  the  end  of  the  war  as  president 
of  the  British  Mission.  He  then  served  four 
years,  1946-50,  as  professor  of  religion  and  co- 
ordinator of  veterans'  affairs  at  Brigham  Young 
University.  In  1950  he  returned  to  Edmonton, 
Alberta,  Canada,  where  he  served  as  president 
and  manager  of  Richland  Oil  Development 
Company  of  Canada,  Ltd. 

Brother  and  Sister  Brown  have  six  daughters 
and  two  sons,  one  of  which  was  lost  in  World 
War  II. 

When  President  David  O.  McKay  announced 
the  name  of  Hugh  B.  Brown  as  an  Assistant 
to  the  Twelve,  all  who  knew  him  gladly  raised 
their  hand  to  sustain  the  choice  because  they 
knew  him  to  be  a  worthy,  broadgauged  servant 
of  God.  Brigham  Young  University  joins  the 
Church  in  saluting  Elder  Brown  in  his  new 
calling. 
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The  Church ... 

Around  The  World 


PRES.  McKAY'S   BIRTHDAY 

The  close  of  his  83rd  year 
found  the  beloved  Church  presi- 
dent in  good  health  and  dis- 
charging the  demanding  duties 
of  his  high  calling  with  charac- 
teristic vigour  and  energy.  The 
past  year  has  been  perhaps  the 
busiest  in  his  long  and  useful 
life,  and  scarcely  a  day  has 
passed  that  has  not  found  him 
arising  early  and  occupied 
throughout  the  long  day  "about 
his  Father's  business." 

Widely  Travelled 

Probably  no  one  in  the  Church 
has  ever  approached  President 
McKay's  record  for  travel  during 
his  ministry.  A  log  of  only  his 
major  trips  in  the  decade  from 
1945  to  1955  shows  a  total  of 
some  322,719  miles  covered.  His 
return  from  Europe  last  fall 
following  the  Swiss  Temple  dedi- 
cation and  the  ground-breaking 
for  the  temple  now  under  con- 
struction near  London  marked 
his  eighth  crossing  of  the  Atlan- 
tic. 

Starts  Day  Early 

Throughout  his  life  President 
McKay  has  been  an  early  riser, 
and  not  infrequently  now  he  is 
up  and  about  by  4  a.m.  or 
shortly  thereafter,  and  at  work 
in  his  office  by  6.  On  most  work- 
ing days  he  returns  home  for 
lunch  with  Mrs.  McKay  and 
rests  briefly  before  returning  to 
the  office  for  a  long  afternoon 
of  work,  frequently  remaining 
until  6  p.m.  or  later.  Whenever 
time  permits  he  spends  a  day  at 
the  family  home  in  Huntsville. 
the  farm  where  he  was  born  and 
spent  most  of  his  youth.  There 
he  loves  to  "relax,"  working  in 
the  fields  and  riding  or  driving 
his  favourite  horses.  Sunny  Boy 
or  Bess.  As  recently  as  last 
Monday,  Labour  Day,  he  was  at 
the  farm  working  with  his  sons 
in  the  hayfleld. 

MORMON  MISSIONARIES 

NOW    LABOUR   IN    FORMOSA: 

HONG  KONG.  CHINA:  His- 
tory was  made  recently  when 
four  Mormon  elders  boarded  the 
"SS  Szechuen"  en  route  to  For- 
mosa. They  were  bound  for  the 
Nationalist  island  and  will  be  the 
first  missionaries  of  the  Church 
to  labour  in  that  land. 

Their  assignment  in  Formosa 
will  be  to  the  capital  city  of  Tai- 
pei. They  will  work  with  the 
Chinese  -  speaking      population. 


There  is  an  active  Church  group 
in  Taipei  consisting  of  LDS 
servicemen. 

PALMYRA,  N.Y.— A  record- 
breaking  crowd  of  40,000  attended 
the  third  and  final  performance 
of  "America's  Witness  for  Christ ' 
a  pageant  presented  on  the 
western  slopes  of  Hill  Cumorah 
near  Palmyra,  N.Y.,  the  weekend 
of  August  10-12.  This  brought 
the  total  attendance  for  the  three 
nights  to  75,000. 

The  Eastern  States  Mission 
presents  "America's  Witness  for 
Christ"  each  year  on  this  sacred 
hill.  The  cast  is  made  up  of 
missionaries,  students  from  uni- 
versities in  the  West  and  local 
members  of  the  Church  living  in 
the  East.  Long  before  they 
arrive,  preparations  for  the 
pageant  are  being  made  by 
Theodore  C.  Jacobsen,  president 
of  the  Eastern  States  Mission 
and  Dr.  Harold  I.  Hansen 
director  of  Speech  and  Dramatic 
Arts  at  the  Brigham  Young 
University.  Dr.  Hansen  is  also 
director  of  the  pageant  and  has 
been  since  its  first  presentation 
in  1937. 
PRES.  CLARK'S  BIRTHDAY 
The  entire  membership  of  the 
Church  and  thousands  of  friends 
throughout  the  world  join  this 
week  in  paying  honour  and  re- 
spect to  President  J.  Reuben 
Clark  Jr.,  second  counselor  in 
the  First  Presidency,  on  the  oc- 
casion of  his  85th  birthday  anni- 
versary. 

The  close  of  his  85th  year 
found  President  Clark  in  excel- 
lent health  and  spirits,  and  look- 
ing forward  to  continued  activitv 
and  accomplishment  in  the  year 
ahead. 

In  the  beautiful  library  of  his 
home,  in  which  he  spends  many 
hours  each  day  studying  and 
writing,  is  a  large,  tooled  leather 
portfolio  containing  his  official 
aopointments  and  commissions 
given  under  the  hands  of  seven 
presidents  of  the  United  States, 
from  Theodore  Roosevelt  to 
Franklin  D.  Rooseveldt,  with  all 
of  whom  he  was  personally  ac- 
quainted. 

Scores  of  autographed  pictures 
of  high  state  officials  of  many 
lands,  presidents,  ministers  and 
secretaries  of  state,  line  the  walls 
of  his  study — reminders  of  a 
d'stinguished  service  in  the  fields 
of  international  law  and  diplo- 
macy. 
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"TO   YOUR   TENTS   0   ISRAEL" 

By    Hiii>li   B.    Brown      Assistant   to  the  Con/nil   of    Twelve. 


My  dear  brothers  and  sisters:  Bishop  Carl 
Buehner  and  I,  being  first  to  speak  in  this  con- 
ference, are  perhaps  somewhat  like  two  boys 
just  coming  out  of  the  dentist's  chair.  We 
look  through  our  tears  rather  pityingly  at 
those  in  the  outer  office  who  are  waiting  for 
their  turn. 

We  have  all  been  inspired  this  morning  by 
the  stirring  appeal  of  our  President,  and  by 
the  reports  we  have  heard.  We  have  all  been 
encouraged  in  our  work.  I  hope  what  1  shall 
say  will  not  seem  to  be  a  discord.  President 
McKay  closed  with  the  words,  "Let  loyalty  to 
the  marriage  covenant  pervade  the  home." 
We  who  are  favoured  with  the  privilege  and 
charged  with  the  responsibility  of  speaking  at 
the  general  conferences  of  the  Church  won- 
der through  the  months  what  phase  of  the 
gospel,  what  subject  we  should  discuss.  Be- 
cause of  some  work  1  have  been  asked  to  do, 
there  is  only  one  subject  I  can  think  of  to  talk 
about,  and  on  that  I  am  very  poorly  quali- 
fied. 

In  introduction,  may  I  read  some  scripture 
which  I  think  is  pertinent: 

"And  the  Lord  God  said,  It  is  not  good  that 
the  man  should  be  alone;  I  will  make  him  an 
help  meet  for  him.  So  God  created  man  in 
his  own  image,  in  the  image  of  God  created 
he  him;  male  and  female  created  he  them. 
And  God  blessed  them,  and  God  said  unto 
them,  Be  fruitful,  and  multiply,  and  replenish 
the  earth.  (Gen.  2:18,  1:27-28.) 

And  in  another  scripture:  "For  this  cause 
shall  a  man  leave  his  father  and  mother,  and 
cleave  to  his  wife;  And  they  twain  shall  be 
one  flesh.  What  therefore  God  hath  joined 
together,  let  no  man  put  asunder."  (Mark  10: 
7-9.) 

And  again:  "Nevertheless  neither  is  the 
man  without  the  woman,  neither  the  woman 
without  the  man,  in  the  Lord."  (1  Cor.  11:11.) 

Let  the  husband  render  unto  the  wife  due 
benevolence  and  likewise  also  the  wife  unto 
husband.  Paul  speaking:  "Wives,  submit 
yourselves  unto  your  own  husbands,  as  unto 
the  Lord.  Husbands,  love  your  wives  even 
as  Christ  also  loved  the  church."  (Eph.  5:22, 
25.) 

In  as  much  as  many  of  this  congregation  are 
holders  of  the  priesthood,  I  remind  all  of  us 
that  we  submit  ourselves  unto  the  Lord  in 
righteousness  and  because  of  righteousness. 
This  requirement   of  the  wives  to   submit  to 


their  husbands  presupposes  righteousness  on 
the  part  of  the  husbands. 

"In  the  celestial  glory  there  are  three 
heavens  or  degrees;  And  in  order  to  obtain 
the  highest  a  man  must  enter  into  this  order 
of  the  priesthood  (meaning  the  new  and  ever- 
lasting covenant  of  marriage);  And  if  he  does 
not,  he  cannot  obtain  it."  (D.  and  C.  131:1-3.) 

In  the  Old  Testament  scripture,  the  prophet 
said  on  one  one  occasion:  ...  to  your  tents,  O 
Israel."  (1  Kings  12:16)  and  again,  "Lengthen 
thy  cords,  and  strengthen  thy  stakes,"  refer- 
ring to  their  tents  or  homes  and  their  need  of 
support. 

Throughout  the  world  today  there  is  con- 
fusion, apprehension,  danger.  In  our  own 
land  we  are  spending  billions  to  fortify  and 
defend  our  country  and  protect  our  homes. 
Not  only  are  we  stockpiling  armaments  and 
atom  bombs,  and  other  instruments  of  war, 
but  we  are  also  building  a  radar  system,  sky 
high  and  continent  wide,  extending  across 
Canada  and  up  into  the  Arctic  Circle,  all  with 
the  idea,  basically,  of  defending  our  homes. 

Sometimes  we,  as  individuals,  feel  weak  and 
helpless  in  the  face  of  all  this  and  wonder 
what  we  might  do  to  help.  May  I  call  your 
attention  to  the  fact  that  right  in  the  inner 
citadel  of  our  defensive  system,  the  home, 
which  is  the  very  bulwark  of  our  strength  and 
solidarity,  right  there,  the  enemy  is  making  in- 
roads which  truly  are  frightening.  In  what  I 
have  to  say  on  this  subject,  I  hope  no  one  will 
feel  that  I  am  chastising  or  blaming  or  con- 
demning. I  think  I  realize,  because  of  recent 
experiences,  that  there  are  many  innocent  vic- 
tims of  desertion  and  betrayal.  My  heart 
goes  out  to  many  lovely  women  who  are  left 
to  raise  their  children  alone,  and  certainly  to 
them  we  say  a  word  of  encouragement,  and 
we  pray  God's  blessings  upon  them  that  they 
may  be  given  strength  to  carry  this  added 
burden.  And  yet  we  must  say  something 
about  this  evil — its  source  and  possible  con- 
quest. 

In  the  last  issue  (October  1954)  of  the 
Reader's  Digest,  the  startling  statement  is 
made  that  "one  thousand  times  every  day  in 
the  United  States  a  judge's  gavel  falls  and 
with  two  words,  'divorce  granted',  somebody':? 
love  story  comes  to  an  end."  And  may  I  add. 
some  home  becomes  a  casuality.  One  thous- 
and of  them  a  day  in  the  United  States, 
365,000  in  a  year!    May  I  say,  regretfully,  that 
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the  Intermountain  States  in  this  list  are  above 
the  average  in  the  number  of  divorces  granted. 
May  I  also  say  that  even  among  those  who 
are  married  in  the  temple,  the  serpent,  who 
first  made  his  appearance  in  the  Garden  of 
Eden,  creeps  in  and  continues  his  attempt  to 
separate  man  and  woman  against  the  decree 
of  God  that  they  should  be  one  flesh. 

According  to  statistics  there  is  one  divorce 
for  every  three  marriages  in  the  United  States. 
What  would  we  think  if  33  per  cent,  of  all 
the  ships  that  set  sail  on  the  ocean  were 
doomed  to  shipwreck  and  to  failure?  And 
what  would  be  board  of  directors  of  the  com- 
pany do  if  the  cause  of  that  failure  could  be 
traced  to  the  captain  and  the  mate,  who  could 
not  agree  and  work  together?  Many  divorces 
start  before  marriage. 

We  who  wrestle  with  this  problem  have 
traced  some  of  the  causes,  and  in  many  cases 
they  lead  back  into  the  childhood  homes  of 
the  young  couples,  who  are  now  divorcees. 
We  believe  ,brethren  and  sisters,  as  has  been 
so  eloquently  said  this  morning,  that  proper 
parental  example  and  training  in  the  home 
would  help  to  stem  this  tide  of  divorce. 
Parents  should  teach  their  children  by  ex- 
ample and  by  precept  the  sacredness  of  the 
marriage  covenant,  should  teach  them  that 
there  is  no  joy  in  all  the  world  comparable  to 
the  joy  that  comes  through  happy  wedlock. 
But  like  all  blessings,  this  joy  is  predicated 
upon  obedience  to  law. 

Parents  who  fail  to  teach  their  children  and 
to  demonstrate  to  them  what  happy  wedlock 
can  mean  and  does  mean,  are  sowing  where 
their  children  must  reap.  If  they  fail  here, 
the  ancient  edict  will  operate,  viz.,  the  sins  of 
the  parents  shall  be  visited  upon  the  children. 

Fathers  should  teach  their  boys  that  there 
is  no  freedom  except  through  obedience  to 
law.  Children  should  be  reared  in  disciplined 
homes  where  rules  are  obeyed  and  the  rights 
of  others  are  respected.  Parents  should  "re- 
prove betimes  with  sharpness"  and  then  show 
an  increase  of  love!  The  child  that  is  pam- 
pered in  the  home  will  expect  to  be  pampered 
after  marriage.  Among  the  seeds  of  divorce 
one  of  the  most  prolific  is  over-indulgence.  Tt 
grows  into  extreme  selfishness. 

There  are  certain  weaknesses  in  all  of  us 
which  we  say  are  inherent.  I  shall  not 
attempt  to  list  them  but  refer  to  one  or  two 
that  men  and  women  should  recognize  in 
themselves  and  overcome  before  their  spouse 
discovers  and  magnifies  them. 

I  think  now  of  self-control.  Many  of  the 
cases  which  I  review  started  with  uncon- 
trolled appetites  and  tempers,  leading  often  to 
cruelty,  mental  and  physical.    When  in  a  tem- 


per the  tongue  may  be  vinomous.  The 
Apostle  James  said,  "...  it  is  an  unrully 
evil,  full  of  deadly  poison."  (James  3:8.)  That 
is  only  potential,  but  it  is  often  true.  The 
tongue,  with  which  we  say  our  prayers  and 
pledge  our  troth  is  sometimes  used  to  wound 
those  we  love  best.  "Boys  flying  kites  haul  in 
their  white  winged  birds;  we  can't  do  that  to 
flying  words." 

A  middle-aged  couple  on  the  farm  had  a 
violent  quarrel  at  breakfast  time.  Later  in 
the  day  they  started  for  town  in  the  buggy, 
with  a  fine  team  of  horses  to  sell  their  vege- 
tables and  eggs.  As  the  horses  trotted  along, 
Mary  said,  "John,  why  can't  we  travel  to- 
gether like  these  horses  do?  They  don't  quar- 
rel and  fight."  John  said,  "Mary,  we  could  if 
there  was  only  one  tongue  between  us." 

Oh,  the  unkind  things  we  say  to  those  we 
love. 

We  have  kind  words  for  the  stranger 
And  smiles  for  the  sometime  guest, 
While  oft  to  our  own  the  bitter  tone, 
Though  we  love  our  own  the  best. 

Of  course,  and  this  is  the  saddest  part  of 
what  I  have  to  say,  there  are  evil  intruders, 
more  deadly  sins,  which  strike  at  the  very 
foundation  of  our  homes.  Infidelity,  love's 
counterfeit,  is  the  most  disintegrating  in- 
fluence that  can  enter  a  man's  life.  It  is  to 
the  home  what  treason  is  to  the  nation.  Lust 
is  fatal  to  love.  It  sometimes  causes  men  in 
military  service  to  destroy  the  very  home 
which  they  would  die  to  defend  on  the  battle- 
field. 

In  the  'U.S.  News  and  World  Report',  there 
is  an  article  on  "Why  Teen-agers  Go  Wrong." 
Divorce  is  high  on  that  list,  and  it  is  reported 
that  one-half  of  all  the  adult  criminals  begin 
as  juvenile  delinquents,  and  most  juvenile 
delinquents  come  from  broken  homes.  Let 
people  who  are  considering  divorce  pause  and 
consider  possible  conseauences. 

But  let  us  think  of  some  oositive  asnerts  of 
subject.  I  should  like  for  the  next  minute  to 
talk  to  the  young  people  who  may  be  listening 
in:  to  tell  them  that  though  this  enemy  is  ex- 
tant, and  though  they  must  meet  situations 
where  they  must  face  and  overcome  difficul- 
ties, they  can  train  and  prepare  themselves 
for  this  glorious  experience  with  the  same 
promise  of  success  as  awaits  the  well-trained 
and  disciplined  person  in  any  field  of  activity. 
Marriage  is  life  at  work. 

I  speak,  first,  of  love.  I  am  not  thinking  of 
that  flutter  of  the  heart  or  the  droop  of  the 
eyelash  which  you  young  folks  mav  identifv 
as  such.  That  mav  well  be  the  beginning  of 
love,  but  I  am  thinking  of  the  love  that  "suf- 
(Continued  on  page  156) 


150 


CUMORAHS   SOUTHERN    MESSENGER 


October.  1956. 


By  PETRUS  FABER 

I  was  born  in  the  year  1919,  in  a  little  village 
called  Douglas  in  the  Cape  Province.  It  was 
always  a  pretty  place  to  me  because  I  knew 
no  other,  until  I  grew  up  and  realized  that  my 
childhood  life  was  not  as  pleasant  as  the 
childhood  life  of  many  today. 

My  father  was  a  rich  man  but  I  only  knew 
about  it  afterwards,  and  I  never  tasted  the 
pleasures  and  luxuries  that  many  children  at 
that  time  were  enjoying.  We  had  to  stay  in  a 
boarding  school  where  there  were  many  other 
poor  children  such  as  myself.  Many  a  hiding 
I  got  for  no  reason  at  all,  but  because  T 
thought  that  that  was  the  way  of  life  I  accepted 
it  without  holding  grudges. 

My  father,  being  a  sick  man  and  not  able 
to  keep  the  farm  in  a  proper  running  condi- 
tion, had  no  option  but  to  send  me  to  board- 
ing school  away  from  home  when  I  was  only 
seven  years  old.  I  can  still  remember  how  I 
longed  for  my  parents  and  could  not  do  a 
thing  about  it.  I  was  allowed  to  go  home  only 
every  second  or  third  month,  which  visits  I 
enjoyed  very  much. 

Eventually,  when  I  was  thirteen  years  old. 
I  was  sent  to  a  trade  school  a  few  hundred 
miles  from  mv  home.  I  did  not  like  it  but  I 
had  to  learn  a  trade.  I  came  out  of  the  trade 
school  when  I  was  seventeen  and  worked  until 
the  war  broke  out.  The  next  five  years  I  spent 
in  the  army. 

From  my  youth  until  I  joined  the  army.  T 
was  always  forced  to  go  to  church.  T  never 
liked  it  at  that  time  and  took  every  chance  to 
slip  away.  There  was  nothing  that  attracted 
me  to  any  church.  The  ministers,  as  they 
were  called,  would  read  something  out  of  the 


"For  Myself 
And  My  Family" 


Bible  and  put  their  own  interpretation  on  it, 
but  they  didn't  interest  me. 

1  met  my  uife  in  the  army,  and  we  were 
married  after  my  discharge  in  1945. 

This  I  feel  I  must  also  tell  you,  my  Brothers 
and  Sisters:  I  use  to  drink  and  smoke  very 
heavily.  I  took  pleasure  in  having  drinking 
competitions  to  see  who  could  drink  more 
liquor  than  myself.  One  night  I  fcund  my 
limit.  I  was  invited  to  a  party  to  play  the 
dance  music,  and  I  drank  such  a  lot  that  I 
nearly  died  the  next  day.  The  Doctor  came 
and  said  that  I  must  have  food  poisoning — 
but  I  knew  different.  I  made  a  promise  with 
myself  that  I  would  never  touch  hard  liquor 
again.  I  still  had  my  "Stout"  though,  because 
I  was  told  that  it  was  good  for  my  health. 

One  day  when  I  came  home  my  wife  told 
me  about  two  young  men  who  came  to  the 
house  and  mentioned  something  about  a  re- 
ligious message.  Now  at  this  time  I  was  not 
interested  in  any  church  or  religion.  My 
mother  always  tried  to  talk  to  me  about  re- 
ligion but  it  was  no  use.  I  told  my  wife  that 
I  did  not  mind  the  missionaries  coming  be- 
cause what  people  said  about  religion  didn't 
worry  me.  My  wife  was  very  serious  and  I 
promised  that  I  would  listen  to  the  young  men. 
I  thought  I  knew  my  bible  fairly  well,  until 
these  young  men  started  showing  me  the  actual 
facts — things  that  I  have  read  many  times  but 
never  understood. 

I  brought  two  other  church  representatives 
to  my  home  to  discuss  the  doctrine  of  the 
church  that  these  two  young  men  repre- 
sented. My  brothers  ana"  sisters,  don't  think 
for  one  moment  that  I  just  accepted  everything 
there  and  then.  Oh  no!  I  put  up  the  biggest 
fight  of  my  life.  How  could  anybody  come 
and  make  statements  about  the  restoration  of 
the  Gosoel  of  Jesus  Christ  and  that  this  man. 
Joseph  Smith,  saw  God  the  Father  and  Jesus 
Christ?  It  sounded  fantastic,  but  I  could  not 
reject  it.  I  knew  it  to  be  true.  Thev  could 
prove  everything  they  said  from  the  Bible.  I 
I  knew  that  the  authority  from  God  could  not 
be  with  any  other  church.  I  obtained  the  Book 
of  Mormon  and  prayerfully  took  the  promise 
of  Moroni  to  heart.  Through  the  Holy  Spirit 
(Continued  on  page   154) 
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Happiness  is  the  object  of  our  existence. 
Every  person  in  his  or  her  own  way  is  desirous 
to  be  happy,  only  most  people  are  searching 
for  happiness  in  different  ways.  Some  people 
think  they  can  find  happiness  if  they  acquire 
a  vast  amount  of  material  wealth;  others  think 
they  can  find  happiness  if  they  gain  power  and 
control  over  other  people,  nations,  the  world. 
We  usually  call  these  people  ambitious. 

On  the  other  hand,  there  are  those  who 
think  they  can  find  happiness  if  they  take  life 
as  it  comes,  exerting  no  energy,  physical  or 
mental,  and  not  having  any  particular  goals  or 
desires.  They  think  the  world  owes  them  a 
living.  We  usually  call  these  people  lazy  and 
indifferent. 

Sooner  or  later,  the  ambitious  find  that  it  is 
impossible  to  enjoy  happiness  by  acquiring 
material  wealth  because  the  more  they  get 
the  more  they  want  until  greed  buries  all 
thoughts  of  gaining  happiness.  They  discover 
that  it  is  impossible  to  conquer  the  world  and 
obtain  happiness  and  usually  join  the  ranks 
of  those  who  tried  but  experienced  only  defeat 
and  ruin. 

The  lazy  and  indifferent  eventually  realize 
that  the  world  will  not  provide  a  living  for 
them,  and  because  they  have  been  lazy  and 
indifferent  so  long  they  are  satisfied  to  remain 
as  they  are  living  a  life  of  regret  and  despair. 

Society,  since  its  beginning,  has  established 
various  organizations  that  have  helped  the 
individual;  organizations  that  have  directed 
the  energy  and  desires  of  the  ambitious  in  the 
right  direction;  organizations  that  have  en- 
couraged and  helped  the  lazy  and  indifferent. 
To  a  degree,  society  has  been  successful  and 
has  accomplished  much  good.  However,  long 
before  society  appeared  on  the  scene  of 
civilization,  a  wise  and  loving  Creator  had 
perfectly  planned  the  new  existence  which  his 
children  were  to  experience.  In  his  infinite 
knowledge  and  foresight,  he  knew  that  His 
children,  born  with  "free  agency",  would  need 
Divine  deliverance  and  assistance  in  order  to 
fufill  their  purpose  on  earth  successfullv  and 
happily.  Therefore,  He  sent  His  Only  Begot- 
ten Son,  Jesus  Christ,  The  Deliverer,  who  was 
crucified  and  resurrected,  and  who  established 


His  Church,  a  divine  and  perfect  organization. 
This  organization  was  established  for  the  pur- 
pose of  assisting  God's  children  by  teaching 
them  the  purpose  of  life  and  the  guideposts  to 
happiness.  It  was  for  the  ambitious,  the  lazy 
and  indifferent,  it  was  for  all  of  us.  And  He 
promised  us  that  upon  our  obedience  to  the 
teachings  of  His  organization  we  would  be 
blessed  with  happiness. 

God  also  knew  that  some  of  His  children 
would  become  disobedient  and  rebel  against 
Him.  He  knew  that  other  organizations 
would  be  established  to  lead  His  children 
astray,  so  He  gave  His  Church  a  name  and 
organized  it  in  such  a  way  that  it  could  be 
distinguished  from  all  other  organizations. 
The  name  was  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  and 
within  it  were  various  offices  such  as  Apostles, 
Prophets,  Evangelists,  Pastors,  Bishops, 
Teachers,  Deacons,  Priests,  Elders,  Seventies, 
and  High  Priests.  With  these  chosen  Apostles 
and  Prophets,  who  received  continuous 
revelations  from  God,  to  direct  the  Church, 
the  Church  grew  rapidly  and  soon  its  riehteous 
influence  spread  throughout  the  land.  The 
members  of  His  Church  had  various  duties  to 
perform  which  helped  them  to  progress  and 
develop,  bringing  them  happiness.  In  fact,  as 
history  attests,  many  in  the  Church  became 
so  devoted  to  it  they  became  martyrs  for  its 
cause. 

For  what  happened  to  that  divine  organiza- 
tion, one  needs  only  to  turn  the  pages  of 
countless  history  books  to  discover  that  it 
suffered  a  drastic  change,  became  corrupted, 
and  finally  met  a  violent  end. 

God  knew  there  would  come  a  time  when 
His  Church  would  be  persecuted  and  de- 
stroyed. He  even  inspired  His  prophets  to 
speak  and  proohesv  of  it  and  to  warn  the 
people  that  unless  they  repented  they  would 
fall  into  error  and  be  led  awav  by  'false 
prophets  dressed  in  sheen's  clothing,  but  in- 
wardly raveneing  wolves',  'teachers  having 
itching  ears  that  would  teach  them  fables'. 
(Matt.  7:15;  Acts  20:29-30:  2  Tim.  4-1-4.) 

For  over  1,500  years  the  world  ~roned  in 
spiritual  darkness;  civilization  went  backward 
(Continued  on  page  152) 
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instead  of  forward;  man-made  organizations 
were  built  up.  By  the  hundreds  they  sprang 
up.  each  claiming  to  be  that  same  organization 
—  that  same  Church  —  the  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ,  yet  all  of  them  taught  the  people  con- 
flicting and  contradicting  doctrines.  Only  a 
dead  form  of  this  original  organization  was 
left  and  those  that  took  its  place  were  wholly 
bereft  of  the  Divine  sanction  of  our  heavenly 
Father.  Under  this  condition,  what  was  to 
happen  to  humanity?  What  was  to  be  the 
final  destiny  of  this  earth?  Only  a  loving  and 
sympathetic  Father  could  change  the  course  of 
life    from    this    impending    destruction    that 


awaited  it.  And  He  did  change  it!  In  the 
Spring  of  1820,  God  the  Father  and  the  Son, 
appeared  to  a  young  man,  Joseph  Smith,  and 
instructed  him,  just  as  in  the  days  of  old,  in 
the  work  he  was  called  to  perform.  He  was 
told  that  he  should  join  none  of  the  churches 
then  existing  but  at  some  future  time  he  would 
be  the  instrument  in  the  Lord's  hand  to  restore 
His  Divine  organization.  As  the  prophets  of 
old  were  inspired  to  prophesy  of  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  Church,  even  so  they  prophesied 
of  its  restoration.  (Dan.  2:44;  Acts  3:19-21.) 

To  you  who  are  honest  in  heart,  who  are 
searching  for  the  truth;  for  that  Church  of 
Jesus  Christ;  for  that  Divine  organization;  and 
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Like  many  branches  in  the  Union,  Port 
Elizabeth  also  has  a  history  of  joys,  trials,  and 
tribulations.  Many  of  the  older  members  still 
resident  in  P.E.  often  relate  many  stories  of 
persecutions  and  experiences  of  missionaries 
and  members.  Port  Elizabeth  was  one  of  the 
stronger  branches  in  the  Union  about  thirty 
years  ago.  We  are  grateful  to  the  "earlier 
pioneers"  who  struggled  to  keep  the  branch 
going.  At  this  time  many  members  have 
migrated  to  other  branches  and  to  U.S.A. 

During  the  last  World  War  the  branch 
suffered  a  great  set  back  and  just  managed  to 
survive.  With  the  return  of  the  missionaries 
the  branch  began  to  progress  slowly.  Another 
draw-back  to  the  progress  of  P.E.  was  the  lack 


of  suitable  places  in  which  to  meet.  The 
following  are  a  few  places  in  which  members 
have  met :  Library,  Butcher  Shop,  basements, 
dance  halls,  and  scout  halls.  In  many  instances 
beer  bottles  etc.,  had  to  be  cleared  before 
commencing  services.  This  was  very  detrimen- 
tal to  the  progress  of  investigators  and  the 
branch. 

Through  years  of  constant  struggle  to  raise 
funds  for  a  chapel  we  finally  reached  our  goal. 
We,  the  Branch  Presidency,  are  grateful  to  the 
members  and  the  public  of  P.E.  for  the  support 
that  they  have  given  us  to  make  this  task 
possible.  Many  members  have  made  great 
sacrifices  and  because  of  this  have  received 
great  blessings.  On  the  8th  April  1956  we  held 
our  first  service  in  our  "own"  chapel. 

Although  our  attendance  is  somewhat  dis- 
appointing since  the  erection  of  the  chapel,  we 
are  looking  forward  to  the  future  for  increased 
activity  and  membership  within  the  branch. 
Our  attendance  has  also  suffered  a  set  back  by 
active  families  moving  to  neighbouring  towns, 
thus  finding  it  difficult  to  attend  all  the  services. 

One  accomplishment  of  this  branch  which 
made  many  friends  was  the  forming  of  the  first 
baseball  club  in  the  Eastern  Province  in  1935. 
The  game  was  popularised  by  the  missionaries 
and  members.  Since  then  such  great  strides 
have  been  made  in  the  game  that  there  are 
approximately  24  leagues  in  operation  in  the 
Eastern  Province.  In  1939  the  "Nauvoo"  all 
Mormon  baseball  club  was  formed,  but  the 
war  put  an  end  to  all  baseball  for  the  duration. 

In  closing  we  would  like  to  offer  a  word  of 
encouragement  to  all  branches  who  desire  a 
chapel  of  their  own.  It  is  not  an  impossibility 
—  only  keep  hard  at  it.    IT  CAN  BE  DONE. 

The  Lord  bless  ycu  in  your  righteous 
endeavours. 


for  the  only  true  way  to  happiness  give  ear  to 
these  words — the  words  of  Jesus  Christ  to  the 
Prophet  Joseph  Smith  on  November  1,  1831: 
"Hearken,  O  ye  people  of  My  church,  saith 
the  voice  of  him  who  dwells  on  high,  and 
whose  eyes  are  upon  all  men;  year  verily  I 
say:  Heaken  ye  people  from  afar;  and  ye  that 
are  upon  the  islands  of  the  sea,  listen  together. 
For  verily  the  voice  of  the  Lord  is  unto  all 
men,  and  there  is  none  to  escape;  and  there  is 
no  eye  that  shall  not  see,  neither  ear  that  shall 
not  be  penetrated.  And  the  rebellious  shall 
be  pierced  with  much  sorrow;  for  their 
iniquities  shall  be  spoken  upon  the  housetops, 
and  their  secret  acts  shall  be  revealed.     And 


the  voice  of  warning  shall  be  unto  all  people, 
by  the  mouths  of  my  disciples,  whom  I  have 
chosen  in  these  last  days.  And  they  shall  go 
forth  and  none  shall  stay  them,  for  I  the  Lord 
have  commanded  them.  Behold,  this  is  mine 
authority,  and  the  authority  of  my  servants, 
and  my  preface  unto  the  book  of  my  com- 
mandments, which  I  have  given  them  to  pub- 
lish unto  you,  O  inhabitants  of  the  earth. 
Wherefore,  fear  and  tremble,  O  ye  people,  for 
what  I  the  Lord  have  decreed  in  them  shall 
be  fulfilled  .  .  .  Wherefore,  I  the  Lord,  know- 
ing the  calamity  which  should  come  upon  the 
inhabitants  of  the  earth,  called  upon  my  ser- 
(Continued  on  page  154) 
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Bad  Influence 
in  Comic  Books 

By  Elder  S.  Dilworth 
Young  of  the  First 
Conncil  of  Seventy 

It  was  said  in  my  hearing  some  time  ago  that 
if  a  child  goes  to  all  of  these  auxiliary  organi- 
zations faithfully,  he  is  bound,  all  things  being 
equal,  to  become  a  good  Latter-day  Saint  when 
he  grows  up.  Let  me  assure  you  that  that  is 
true  in  part,  but  only  if  another  factor  is 
brought  into  the  picture  .... 

I  should  like  to  talk  about  .  .  .  the  use  of 
things  in  the  home  which  touch  that  child's 
character. 

You  heard  it  said  the  other  day  that  Satan 
has  no  power  over  a  child  until  eight  years  of 
age.  I  believe  that  to  be  true,  but  I  wish  to 
remind  you  all,  and  myself,  too,  that  Satan 
may  have  no  power  to  tempt  a  child  before 
eight  years  of  age,  but  some  of  his  emissaries 
go  all  out  to  condition  a  child  so  that  when 
he  becomes  eight  he  will  not  be  conscious  that 
sinning  is  very  bad. 

Exposing  children,  small  children  particu- 
larly, to  the  constant  barrage  of  situations 
which  can  affect  their  outlook  on  the  matters 
on  which  they  must  make  decisions  is  a  subtle 
way  to  bring  them  into  evil  later.  I  suspect  it 
is  no  different  with  large  cihldren.  Nowadays 
the  home  is  one  place  where  the  child  meets 
this  test. 

If  I  were  a  parent  again  and  had  a  small 
child,  I  never  would  allow  him  to  look  at  a 
comic  book  until  I  had  looked  through  it 
myself,  and  if  it  contained  one  thing  suggestive 
of  anything  but  the  highest  principles,  that 
child,  if  I  had  the  power,  would  not  see  that 
book. 

Comic  books  in  the  home  are  a  poor  substi- 
tute for  activity  on  the  part  of  parents  in  rela- 
tion to  their  children.  They  can  do,  and  often 
do  untold  evil.  They  stop  a  child  from  learning 
how  to  read  weil.    (Taken  from  'Deseret  News .') 

(Continued  from  page  150) 
the  truth  was  revealed  to  me — It   was    from 
God. 

I  was  baptized  with  the  true  knowledge  and 
understanding  of  the  restored  Gospel  of 
Christ.  From  that  day  to  this  life  has  taken 
on  a  greater  and  deeper  meaning  because  I 
know  that  I  have  found  "THE  ONE  TRUE 
WAY  TO  SALVATION  FOR  MYSELF 
AND  MY  FAMILY". 
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Subscription     Chart 

As  a  number  of  subscriptions  have  expired 
this  month,  we  urge  you  to  take  five  minutes 
and  renew  them.  You  can  either  give  your 
five  shillings  to  the  C.S.M.  reporter  in  your 
branch  or  send  a  postal  order  or  money  here 
to  "Cumorah." 

Our  Mission  average  is  slowly  rising  toward 
our  goal— 100%. 

Everyone  please  renew  your  subscriptions 
when  they  expire  and  encourage  non-sub- 
scribers.    Thank  you. 

August  average  for  mission 29 % 

September  average  for  mission 33% 

October  average  for  mission  ? 

Per  Cent        Per  Cent 

August  Incr.  I  Decrease 
September 

Bellville    62%  ...     

Welkom   58%  ...     -  8% 

Pietermaritzburg 58%  ...     

Krugersdorp 48%  ...     

Durban    37%  ...     +  4% 

Port    Elizabeth   37%  ...     -10% 

Benoni 34%  ...     

Salisbury     30%  ...     +  5% 

Luanshya  29%  ...     

Bloemfontein 28%  ...     

Bulawayo 27%  ...     +  7% 

Mowbray 27%  ...     

Springs 26%  ...     

East  London  25%  ...     

Pretoria   19%  ...     +   8% 

Ramah    13%  ...     +  6% 

North  Western    8%  ... 

(Continued  from  page  153) 
vant  Joseph  Smith,  Jun.,  and  spake  unto  him 
from  heaven,  and  gave  commandments;  and 
also  gave  the  commandments  to  others,  that 
they  should  proclaim  these  things  unto  the 
world  .  .  .  And  also  those  to  whom  these  com- 
mandments were  given,  might  have  power  to 
lay  the  foundation  of  this  church,  and  to 
bring  it  forth  out  of  obscurity  and  out  of 
darkness,  the  only  true  and  living  church  upon 
the  face  of  the  whole  earth,  with  which  I,  the 
Lord,  am  well  pleased,  speaking  unto  the 
collectively  and  not  individually  .  .  ."  (Doc. 
andCov.  1:1-7,  17,  18,  30.) 

That  Church  is  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ 
of  Latter-day  Saints  commonly  called  the 
Mormon  Church.  It  has  the  same  organiza- 
tion that  existed  in  the  days  of  the  Saviour 
and  has  the  Divine  sanction  of  our  heavenly 
(Continued  on  page  156) 
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"AND  THEY  SHALL  ALSO 
TEACH  THEIR  CHILDREN.. 

By  Sispr  Fourie  (Primary  Supervisor) 


J  ! 


Dear  Parents:  I  want  to  call  your  attention 
to  an  eternal  principle — The  Sacredness  of 
Family  Ties. 

The  world  faces  a  terrible  crisis.  We  must 
choose  wisely  for  our  families  and  live  the 
Master's  teachings— or  ignore  them  and  suffer 
the  consequences. 

Eternal  Life  is  God's  greatest  gift  to  man, 
and  is  obtained  through  knowledge.  "Eternal 
Life  is  to  know  Thee  the  only  true  God  and 
Jesus  Christ  whom  Thou  hast  sent."  Knowledge 
is  obtained  by  doing  the  will  of  God.  We  are 
required  to  become  partakers  ourselves,  and  to 
help  our  children  in  every  possible  way  to  gain 
this  knowledge. 

The  Gospel  is  to  be  preached  to  all  the 
world — let  us  not  forget  our  children.  I  have 
great  confidence  in  our  boys  and  girls,  but  never 
before  have  dangers  been  more  threatening  to 
our  youth.  The  time  has  come  when  Latter- 
day  Saints  must  adhere  strictly  to  the  Church, 
the  best  and  safest  organization  in  the  world. 
It  offers  us  and  our  children  security — bui  not 
without  any  effort  on  our  part.  Our  responsi- 
bility is  to  keep  the  sacred  trust  that  God  has 
placed  in  us  to  guard  the  precious  souls  of  our 
children,  and  to  keep  religion  in  the  home. 

The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day 
Saints  with  its  complete  organization  offers 
inspiration  to  all.  The  organization  which  has 
been  given  the  interesting  task  of  taking  care 
of  the  spiritual  development  of  our  children  is 
the  Primary.  The  Primary  has  been  organized 
to  teach  children  the  basic  principles  of  life  and 
salvation,  but  it  is  helpless  without  the  co- 
operation of  the  parents.  The  home  is  the 
elementary  unit,  and  everything  depends  upon 
how  the  parents  act.  The  children  need 
encouragement  to  attend  their  meetings. 

There  is  little  foundation  for  the  argument 
that  a  child  should  choose  the  course  that  he 
wants  to  follow.  Parents  who  take  this  attitude 
in  the  training  of  their  children  choose  the 
wrong  path.  The  commandment  of  the  Lord 
reads :  "And  they  shall  also  teach  their  child- 
ren to  pray  and  to  walk  uprightly  before  the 
Lord."     (D.  and  C.  68:28.) 

A  conscientious  Latter-Day  Saint  mother 
desired  to  train  her  small  son,  Larry,  to  attend 
Primary   and   Sunday   School   regularly.     For 


some  unknown  reason  Larry  did  not  like 
Primary.  Each  Wednesday  afternoon  his 
mother  gently  combed  his  hair,  washed  his 
face,  tidied  his  clothes,  and  sent  him  on  his 
way.  All  this  time  Larry  was  yelling  "I  am 
not  going  to  Primary." 

Larry's  behaviour  disturbed  the  neighbours, 
one  of  whom  volunteered  some  advice  to  the 
mother.  She  stated  that  children  should  not 
be  forced  to  go  to  Primary  when  they  felt  so 
badly  about  it. 

Do  you  think  that  the  mother  was  too  insis- 
tent? Should  she  have  allowed  Larry  to  stay 
at  home  until  he  became  older,  and  could 
choose  for  himself? 

Larry  became  a  good  church-goer.  The 
training  his  mother  gave  him  in  his  childhood 
had  always  remained  with  him. 

The  statistical  quarterly  report  for  the  past 
three  months  shows  that  there  are  277  children 
of  Primary  age  in  the  mission,  but  only  124 
enrolled.  There  is  one  Branch  with  twenty 
Latter-day  Saint  children  and  not  one  attend 
Primary. 

The  Lord  made  plain  his  love  for  children 
when  he  said:  "Suffer  little  children  to  come 
unto  me  and  forbid  them  not,  for  of  such  is 
the  kingdom  of  God."    (Mark  10:14-15) 

Don't  you  think  that  a  parent  who  is  in- 
different to  his  child's  development  in  the 
church  is  as  guilty  as  the  disciples  of  Jesus 
when  they  forbade  little  children  to  come  unto 
Him? 

Children  between  the  ages  of  four  and  eleven 
years  are  in  their  most  impressionable  period. 
They  are  learning  from  every  experience 
whether  it  be  good  or  evil.  In  these  days  with 
so  much  undesirable  literature  on  the  market, 
it  is  all  the  more  important  to  supply  youth 
with  worthwhile  reading  material. 

The  monthly  magazine  of  the  Primary  is  the 
"Children's  Friend."  It  contains  reading 
matter  for  the  whole  family.  The  Children's 
Friend  assists  the  busy  mother  to  give  spiritual 
and  cultural  guidance  to  her  children.  Through 
the  stories  and  other  features  the  magazine  aims 
to  teach  the  moral  and  spiritual  lessons  which 
are  so  much  needed  to-day.  It  endeavours  to 
stimulate  worthwhile  activities  in  the  lives  of 
children. 
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Why  not  get  your  children  a  Christmas  gift 
subscription  which  they  will  be  able  to  enjoy 
the  whole  year?  The  subscription  per  year  is 
14/3.  You  can  send  your  subscription  direct 
to  the  Mission  Secretary  at  Cumorah,  or 
through  your  Branch  Primary  Mother.  If  you 
wish  the  subscription  to  begin  with  the  Decem- 
ber issue — the  Christmas  issue — the  order  must 
be  in  early  in  October. 

We  have  152  families  with  children  of  Pri- 
mary age  in  the  Mission  and  only  about  35 
subscriptions.  This  means  that  there  are  a 
great  number  of  families  without  this  fine 
magazine. 

This  year  we  had  two  Branches  in  the  Mis- 
sion that  were  awarded  the  Children's  Friend 
Certificate  for  100%  and  75%  subscriptions 
respectively.  If  those  parents  could  afford  tc 
take  the  Children's  Friend,  we  can  also  try. 

Elder  Mark  E.  Peterson  of  the  Council  of  the 
Twelve  has  said:  "And  then  we  are  also 
interested  in  our  children.  Don't  you  love  your 
little  children,  and  don't  you  fast  and  pray  for 
them,  and  don't  you  hope  that  they  will  be 
converted  to  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ,  and 
don't  you  hope  that  they  will  grow  up  to  be 
stalwart  members  of  this  Church?  Then  place 
in  their  hands  every  facility  that  you  can  to 
help  them  to  get  this  faith  deep  in  their  hearts 
and  to  establish  habits  and  customs  which  will 
be  in  compliance  with  the  teachings  of  the 
Church.  Do  you  know  one  of  hte  greatest  and 
best  helps  you  can  get  to  place  in  the  hands  of 
your  children?  It  is  a  magazine  published  by 
the  Primary  Association  of  the  Church,  and  it 
is  called  the  Children's  Friend.  It  is  the  grand- 
est, by  all  odds  the  best  child's  magazine  that 
I  have  ever  seen  anywhere.  It  will  do  a  great 
service  for  your  children.  It  provides  wonder- 
ful things  to  build  faith  and  character.  It  gives 
the  children  of  the  Church  that  something 
which  they  love  and  which  they  need.  It  is 
one  of  the  helps  that  God  has  given  you  to 
assist  you  in  teaching  and  rearing  your  children. 
—TAKE  IT. 


APPOINTMENTS 


Elder  Larry  E.  Dahl  was  appointed  Mission 
Historian  and  Asso.  Editor  of  •'Cumorah 
Southern  Messenger"  September  24th,   1956. 

Elder  K.  H.  Salmon  was  appointed  Supervising 
Elder  and  Branch  President  of  the  Salisbury 
District  and  Branch  September  25th,  1956. 


fereth  long  and  is  kind,  that  envieth  not, 
vaunteth  not  itself,  is  not  puffed  up,  seeketh 
not  her  own,  is  not  easily  provoked,  thinketh 
no  evil;  the  love  that  beareth  all  things,  en- 
dureth  all  things,  the  love  that  never  faileth." 
(See  I  Cor.  13.)  And  I  remind  you  that  the 
Master  who  loved  most  of  all,  endured  the 
most  and  proved  his  love  by  his  endurance. 
Yes,  "there  is  beauty  all  around,  when  there's 
love  at  home." 

I  speak  next  of  prayer.  The  husband,  who 
will  kneel  every  day  in  the  home  and  thank 
God  for  his  wife  and  list  her  virtues  in  his 
supplication  to  be  entered  on  the  credit  side  of 
the  family  ledger  will  overlook  or  be  unmind- 
ful of  her  little  weaknesses — he  will  never  seek 
the  divorce  courts.  The  woman  who  kneels 
with  her  children  in  the  home  and  humbly 
thanks  God  for  a  kind,  loving,  and  wonder- 
ful father  and  husband,  even  though  at  times 
that  prayer  may  be  only  a  wish,  it  will  impress 
upon  the  souls  of  the  children  an  image  and 
hold  before  them  an  ideal  which  they  will  try 
to  realize  in  themselves.  Quoting  Sister 
Benson  on  the  TV  programme  recently,  "The 
family  that  prays  together  stays  together." 

Young  people  of  the  Church,  read  the 
seventy-sixth  section  of  the  Doctrine  and 
Covenants.  Here  is  the  prize  which  you  may 
earn  and  enjoy,  with  God's  help.  You  who 
have  been  baptized  and  receive  the  holy 
Spirit,  you  who  have  testimonies  of  Jesus,  who 
keep  the  commandments  and  overcome  by 
faith,  and  are  sealed  by  the  holy  Spirit  of 
promise,  shall  become  priests  and  kings  of  the 
Most  High  and  dwell  in  the  presence  of  God 
and  Jesus  Christ  forever  and  ever. 

Your  bodies  shall  become  celestial  whose 
glory  is  that  of  the  sun.  You  shall  have  joy 
in  your  posterity  here,  eternal  family  union 
and  association  hereafter,  immortality,  eternal 
life,  and  eternal  increase. 

God  help  us  that  we  may  put  on  the  whole 
armour  of  God,  having  our  loins  girt  about 
with  truth,  and  having  the  breastplate  of 
righteousness,  the  shield  of  faith,  the  sword 
of  the  spirit,  and  go  forward  in  the  fear  of 
God  and  protect  our  homes.  Yes,  to  your 
tents,  or  homes,  O  Israel,  lengthen  the  silken 
cords   of   love   and   strengthen    the    stakes   of 


(Continued  from  page   154) 

Father.  It  is  the  organization  that  was 
planned  from  the  beginning  for  all  God's 
children  —  the  ambitious,  the  lazy  and  in- 
different, the  young,  the  old.  It  is  the  way  to 
true  happiness. 
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TRANSFERS 


Name 

From 

To 

Date 

Elder  C. 

T.  Aslund 

East  Rand 

Mission  Office 

September 

15 

Elder  B. 

K.  Blackham 

West  Rand 

East  Rand 

September 

1 

Elder  W 

,  Gee 

East  Rand 

West  Rand 

September 

1 

Elder  N. 

G.  Stanford 

West  Rand 

East  Rand 

September 

15 

Elder    G. 

D.    Dudley 

Pretoria 

West  Rand 

September 

25 

Elder  E. 

C.  Orr 

Cape 

Salisbury 

September 

25 

Elder  K. 

M.  Smith 

Salisbury 

Natal 

September 

25 

Elder  G. 

B.  Lyons 

Welkom 

West  Rand 

September 

24 

Elder   M. 

D.   Caldwell 

West  Rand 

Welkom 

September 

25 

VITAL  STATISTICS 


MARRIAGES 


BLESSINGS 


ROSE,   Delphine  Dulci   (Durban) — married  Roy 

Perrier,  May  19,   1956. 
BANFIELD,     David     Patrick      (Krugersdorp)  — 

married  Yvonne  Robb,  August  25,  1956. 


EMIGRATIONS 

Brother    and    Sister    Ronald     B.    Clark    and 

children  Kim  and  Karen  sailed  from  Cape  Town 
for  Alberta,  Canada,  aboard  the  "Arundel 
Castle"  on  August  17,  1956. 

Sisters  Norma  Dorothy  Marie  Sawyer  and 
Arlene  Phipson  sailed  from  Cape  Town  for  Salt 
Lake  City,  Utah,  aboard  the  "Winchester  Castle" 
on  September  14,  1956. 


DEATHS 

ROWING,  Cornelia  Johanna  Elizabeth  (Ramah) 

died  June  24,  1956. 
TOUGHEY,  John  Michael   (East   London)    died 

September  14,  1956. 
RALFH,     Benjamin     (Kingwilliamstown)     died 

May  2,  1956. 


BIRTHS 


DE     VILLIERS,     Noel     (Mowbray)— by    Edwin 
Cordell  Orr.  July  22,   1956. 

VAN  JAARSVELD,  Heather  June  (Bellvillei— by 
Leroy  H.  Duncan,  July  22,  1956. 

PERRY,    Glenton    Frank    Henry    ( Ramah  i  — bv 
Wilfred  S.   Wrench,  August  5.  1956. 

VAN  MOLENDORFF,  Gert  Jacobus   ( Springs  I— 
by  Norman  G.  Muir,  July  8,  1956. 

HULBERT,    Jennifer   Ann    (Springs)— by    Henri 
de  C.  Hugo,  September  2,  1956. 

INGRAM,  Garry  (Out) — by  Deryck  Vernon  Vice, 
September  5,  1956. 

VAN    NIEKERK,    Jacob    Jacobus    (Ramah)— by 
Kenneth  Sutherland,  September  2,  1956. 

VAN      NIEKERK,      Catharina     Wilhelmina 

(Ramah) — by  Richard  Ray  Olson,  September 
2,  1956. 

VAN  NIEKERK,  Pieter  Rademeyer    (Ramah)  — 
by  Johan  P.  Brummer,  September  2,  1956. 

WEBB,  Christoffel  Francois  (Out)— by  J.  Melver- 
ton  Jakins,  September  2,  1956. 

FIFORD,       Rosalind       (Krugersdorp)— by       C. 
Kenneth  Powrie,  September  2,  1956. 

FOLLEY,  Michael  Alfred  (Port  Elizabeth)—  by 
Samuel  Robison,  September  2,  1956. 


MORISON,  Joyce  Lillian  (Ramah) — born  August 

7,  1956. 
OXLEE,  Heather  Jane   (Ramah) — born  August 

22,  1956. 


ORDINATIONS 

KELLY,    Keith    Robert    (Ramah)— Deacon— by 

Ernest  Dee  Hubbard,  July  8,  1956. 
KELLY,    Errol    Charles     (Ramah) — Deacon — by 

Edwin  G.  Oxlee,  July  8,  1956. 
CHATER,  Kenneth  Brian   (Ramah) — Teacher— 

by  Ernest  Dee  Hubbard,  July  8,  1956. 
HODGKISS,  Hubert  Henry  (Salisbury)— Elder— 

by  Leroy  H.  Duncan,  September  9,  1956. 
LOUW,     Ronald     Charl      (Springs)— Elder— by 

Izak  Charl  Louw,  September  7,  1956. 
GILBERSON,   John   Leslie    Cameron    (Kitwe)— 

Elder — bv   Leroy   H.    Duncan,    September    17, 

1956. 


BAPTISMS    AND   CONFIRMATIONS 


BIRKENSTOCK,  Ida  Mae  (Durban)— b.  Dan  L. 
Chipman  and  c.  Bernard  Milne,  September  9. 
1956. 

PETHERBRIDGE,       Beatrice       Bertha       Bella 

(Pietermaritzburg) — b.     Franklin     A.     Badger 
and  c.  Theron  C.  Wright,  September  9,  1956. 

PETHERBRDDGE,  Ian  Patterson  (Pietermaritz- 
burg)— b.  Franklin  A.  Badger  and  c.  Theron 
C.  Wright,  September  8,  1956. 

ALLEN,  Elizabeth  Mary  (Pietermaritzburg) — b. 
Franklin  A.  Badger  and  c.  K.  G.  Furgason, 
September  8,  1956. 

BURDEN,  Robert  Howell  (Durban)— b.  Hiram 
H.  McLellan  and  c.  Walter  P.  Randall, 
September  8.  1956. 
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AROUND  THE  MISSION 
BRANCH  AND   DISTRICT  ACTIVITIES 


BLOEMFONTEIN  BRANCH 

Branch  President:     Sydney  J.  Spear, 

154  Waverly  Road,  Bloemfontein. 
Branch   Reporter:     Sister  J.  C.  Utermohlen. 

Sister  Symonds  gave  birth  to  a  lovely  daughter 
this  month. 

The  Utermohlen  children  contracted  measels. 
but  are  recovering  nicely. 

Brother  and  Sister  Beldon  have  been  trans- 
ferred to  Welkom  and  are  leaving  us  this  Friday, 
the  28th.  We  will  miss  them  in  this  already 
small  branch,  but  all  wish  them  well  for  the 
future. 

PORT  ELIZABETH  BRANCH 

Branch  President:     C.  Doller, 

63  Heugh  Road,  Walmer. 

Branch  Reporter:     Sister  M.  McHugh. 

We    welcomed    President   and    Sister   Duncan 

who    visited   our    city    to    hold    conference   this 

month.     The    theme    of   the    two   sessions   was 

"Example."    It  was  interesting  to  hear  how  our 

children,  parents,  and  associates  are  affected  by 

example.     We  were  happy  to  have  Elder  Bean 

attend  both  sessions  and  to  wish  him  a  pleasant 

journey  home. 

Sunday  School  held  a  games  evening  which 
turned  out  to  be  great  fun.  The  proceeds  went 
to  the  Christmas  Tree  Fund. 

Sons  were  born  to  both  Sister  Folley  and  Sister 
Hester  Mathews  this  month. 

SPRINGS   BRANCH 
Branch  President:     H.  de  C.  Hugo, 
51  Athlone  Avenue,  Strubenvale,  Springs. 
Branch  Reporter:  N.  van  Niekerk. 
We  are  pleased  to  report  that  conditions  con- 
tinue to  remain  favourable  in  Springs  Branch. 
Recently  our  organ  flatly  refused  to  give  the 
merest  gargle  from  its  ancient  throat  but  Brother 
John  Troskie  had  it  removed  to  his  home  and 
repaired  in  record  time.    Now  it  proudly  adorns 
the  chapel  rostrum. 

We  are  happy  to  welcome  Sister  Eunice 
Sumerset  into  our  midst.  Sister  Sumerset  was 
baptised  by  Brother  Hugo  and  confirmed  by 
President  Louw  on  the  20th  of  August. 
The  Brakpan  Sunday  School  was  recently  orga- 
nized with  Brother  W.  Balmer  as  Superintendent. 
We  wish  the  Brakpan  Saints  every  success. 

During  the  month  the  Krugersdorp  Brancn 
challenged  our  M.I.A.  to  a  game  of  badminton. 
Seven  cars  packed  with  Mormons  flashed  down 
upon  Krugersdorp  to  take  up  the  cudgels  of  sport 
against  their  fellow  Saints.  All  enjoyed  a  smash- 
ing good  game. 

On  the  2nd  a  most  interesting  programme  was 
given  by  the  Primary  under  Sister  Harris. 

We  heartily  congratulate  Brother  Ronnie  Louw 
who  was  recently  ordained  an  Elder. 

On  the  6th  Sister  Peggy  Sangerhous  delivered 
an  outstanding  address  entitled  'Peace.'  Our 
guest  speaker  on  this  occasion  was  Elder 
Hubbard,  2nd  Councillor  to  the  Mission  Presi- 
dent, who  delivered  his  address  with  power  and 
authority. 


LUANSHYA  BRANCH 

Branch  President:  D.  E.  Charsley, 

121  "F"  Avenue. 
Branch  Reporter:     Sister  Jeanne  Charsley. 

We  are  sorry  to  hear  that  Mary  Ann  Fourie 
has  chicken-pox;  we  hope  that  she  will  soon  be 
well  again. 

It  is  with  regret  that  we  bid  Sister  Elsie  Lodge 
adieu,  as  she  leaves  N'dola  for  her  home  in 
England.  We  pray  the  Lord  will  watch  over 
her  and  keep  her  safe  always. 

A  very  enjoyable  District  Conference  was  held 
on  the  16th  September.  The  morning  session 
was  held  at  Kitwe  and  the  afternoon  session  was 
held  at  Luanshya.  All  those  present  enjoyed 
the  spiritual  uplift  received  from  President 
Duncan's  remarks  and  presence. 

A  'State  of  Emergency'  forbidding  all  meetings 
of  more  than  five  people  had  been  declared  on 
the  Copper  Belt,  because  of  the  native  strikes. 
We  were  grateful  that  permission  was  granted 
to  hold  our  conference,  and  that  we  were  able 
to  enjoy  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  together. 

PIETERMARITZBURG  BRANCH 

Branch  President:     Ronald  Morrissey, 

271  Boom  Street,  Pietermaritzburg,  Natal. 
Branch  Reporter:     Joyce  Morrissey. 

We  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of 
welcoming  six  new  members  into  our  branch. 
We  congratulate  Brother  and  Sister  Pether- 
bridge  and  their  two  children.  Sister  Allen,  and 
Sister  C.  Schubach.  We  wish  them  every  happi- 
ness in  the  Gospel  and  pray  the  Lord's  blessings 
to  be  upon  them. 

On  the  22nd  we  held  an  enjoyable  Branch 
social  at  the  home  of  Brother  and  Sister 
MacMillan.  The  Elders  showed  their  slides  and 
refreshments  were  served.  All  the  cakes  and 
snacks  were  made  by  the  bretheren — they  were 
very  good. 

RAMAH  BRANCH 

Branch  President:     Wilred  S.  Wrench, 

31  18th  Street,  Parkhurst,  Johannesburg. 
Branch  Reporter:     Sister  Noreen  Kroesen. 

The  Branch  Conference  was  held  on  the  26th 
of  August.  The  theme  was  "The  Articles  of 
Faith." 

The  Genealogical  Society  was  in  charge  of  the 
evening  meeting  on  the  2nd  September.  Two 
very  beautiful  and  inspiring  talks  were  given  by 
Sister  Gloria  Wallace  and  Elder  Olson. 

A  farewell  party  was  given  at  the  home  of 
Brother  and  Sister  Douly  for  Sister  Arlene 
Phipson  who  is  on  her  way  to  Salt  Lake  City. 
Many  of  the  saints  and  missionaries  were 
present  and  a  most  enjoyable  evening  was  had 
by  all. 

The  Gold  and  Green  Ball  was  held  at  the 
Selborne  Hall  on  the  7th  September. 

Baby  Daughters  arrived  during  the  month  for 
Brother  and  Sister  Ted  Oxlee  and  Brother  and 
Sister  Fred  Ninow. 


October,  1956. 


CUMORAHS   SOUTHERN    MESSENGER 


159 


The  Ramah  Relief  Society's  Sacred  Concert 
held  the  3rd  of  August  was  very  well  attended 
and  realized  £106  6  Od.  90%  of  this  amount  will 
be  donated  to  the  organ  fund.  Thanks  to 
Brother  Johan  Brummer  for  the  arrangement  of 
this  inspiring  programme.  Special  thanks  to 
Mrs.  Lawrence  and  Miss  de  Burgh  for  their 
vocal  solos.  The  other  Branches  in  the  District 
attended  and  all  enjoyed  refreshments  at  the 
close  of  the  concert. 

We  regret  to  report  that  Sister  Julia  van 
Rensburg  is  in  the  General  Hospital  with 
Rheumatic  Fever.  This  means  that  her  heart 
operation  will  be  delayed. 

PRETORIA    BRANCH 

Branch  President:     L.  Bibb, 

282  Preller  Street.  Muckleneuk,  Pretoria. 

Branch  Reporter:     Sister  Sheila  Bibb. 

We  extend  congratulations  to  Brother  and 
Sister  T.  Sanders  on  the  arrival  of  a  son. 

We  welcome  the  return  of  Sister  Woodberg 
and  the  van  Staden  family  to  Pretoria. 

We  have  had  quite  a  few  visitors  from  other 
branches  during  the  last  two  months — Sister 
Taylor  and  Wally  Hodges  from  Cape  Town; 
Brother  Dick  Jakins.  Brother  Schubach  and  the 
Joubert  family  from  Durban. 

We  congratulate  Sister  Cynthia  Dieperink 
who  recently  announced  her  engagement  to 
Charles  Prinsloo. 

A  successful  Spring  Supper  was  held  at  the 
Harvey — Bibb  home  on  the  14th  September. 
Members,  investigators  and  friends  present 
totalled  over  forty.  Proceeds  were  in  aid  of  the 
building  fund. 

We  are  sorry  to  report  that  Sister  Brotherton 
has  been  confined  to  bed  and  pray  she  will  soon 
recover. 

We  were  glad  to  hear  from  President  T.  C. 
Louw  when  the  District  Presidency  were  in 
attendance  at  our  sacrament  meeting  on  the 
16th. 

WELKOM  BRANCH 
Branch   President:     Elder  H.  D.  Boucher, 

54  Juliet  Street.  St.  Helena.  Welkom. 
Branch  Reporter:     Sister  Mary  Dell. 

An  enjoyable  branch  party  was  held  on  the 
evening  of  the  25th  August,  at  the  home  of 
Brother  and  Sister  Robinson. 

A  welcome  visitor  from  Ramah  to  our  Sacra- 
ment Services  during  the  past  month  was 
Brother  Harry  Sharpe,  who  spent  a  short  period 
in  our  area  on  business. 

We  extend  heartiest  congratulations  to  Elders 
Boucher  and  Lyons  who  have  recently  reached 
their  majority. 

We  are  happy  to  report  that  Sister  Campbell 
is  out  of  hospital  and  we  pray  that  the  Lord  will 
continue  to  bless  her  that  she  will  soon  be  well 
enough  to  go  about  her  normal  activities. 

KRUGERSDORP  BRANCH 

Branch  President:     Deryck  Vice, 

82  von  Brandis  Street,  Krugersdorp.  Transvaal. 
Branch  Reporter:     Deryck  Vice. 

On  the  afternoon  of  Saturday  the  25th  August 
the  long  promised  return  Badminton  Challenge 
Match  between  our  local  M.I. A.  and  Springs 
Branch  M.I. A.,  took  place  at  the  Jubilee  Hall  at 
Krugersdorp.  The  Springs  Branch  was  so 
strongly  supported  that  we  consider  ourselves 
most  fortunate  in  once  again  not  being  beaten. 
The  result  was  a  draw  and  everyone  was  highly 
satisfied.      The     "Backroom-Girls,"     under    the 


splendid  leadership  of  Sister  "Sailor"  Coetzee, 
ensured  that  our  visitors  did  not  go  hungry. 
Many  luscious  hamburgers,  hot-dogs  and  other 
refreshments  were  served. 

On  this  same  evening.  Sister  "Jo"  Sawyer  gave 
a  farewell  party  for  her  daughter  Norma,  who 
was  leaving  shortly  for  the  U.S.A.  This  was  a 
splendid  way  of  rounding  off  a  mcst  enjoyable 
day. 

Brother  and  Sister  Troskie  and  family  stayed 
over  and  were  the  guests  of  honour  at  our 
services  on  Sunday  26th.  Brother  Johan  Troskie 
was  main  speaker  at  our  evening  service. 

A  farewell  social  for  Sister  Norma  Sawyer  was 
held  on  Wednesday  the  5th  September  at  which 
she  was  presented  with  a  case  and  travelling 
rug. 

The  Branch  turned  out  in  strength  to  say 
goodbye  to  Sister  Norma  when  she  left  from 
Johannesburg  Station  on  the  11th.  We  wish  her 
and  Sister  Phipson  "Bon  Voyage"  and  every 
happiness  and  success  in  their  new  environment. 

Wedding  Bells  rang  for  Brother  David  "Pat" 
Banfield  who  married  Miss  Yvonne  Robb  on  the 
25th  August.  We  congratulate  this  young  couple 
and  wish  them  great  happiness  and  success  in 
their  marriage. 

The  "Welcome"  carpet  was  run  out  for  Brother 
and  Sister  Cherrett  and  daughter  who  have 
joined  our  branch.  We  are  really  pleased  to 
have  them  with  us  and  pray  that  they  may  stay 
with  us  for  a  very  long  time. 

Sister  Mary  E.  Vice  was  a  welcome  visitor  from 
Margate,  Natal. 

BULAWAYO  BRANCH 

Branch  President:     Elder  F.  Monson, 

20  Kings  Avenue.  Bulawayo. 

Branch  Reporter:     Sister  M.  Paterson. 

The  usual  monthly  branch  social  was  held  8th 
September,  a  very  pleasant  even:ng  was  spent 
playing  games  and  watching  a  film  show  given 
by  Brother  Isaac. 

Sister  Thompson  and  family  are  spending  a 
much  needed  holiday  in  Natal. 

We  were  all  happy  to  see  President  Duncan 
on  his  brief  visit.  Although  conference  was 
postponed  because  of  unforseen  circumstances 
everyone  enjoyed  a  pleasant  evening  with  Presi- 
dent at  the  home  of  Sister  Joyce  Jones. 

SALISBURY   BRANCH 

Branch  President:  Elder  K.  H.  Salmon. 

4  Cannaught   Avenue,  Highlands.  Salisbury, 

S.  Rhodesia. 

Branch   Reporter:      Sister   Mary   Maxwell. 

Our  little  branch  has  been  teeming  with  ex- 
citement this  month.  On  the  9th,  when  Presi- 
dent Duncan  arrived,  we  held  a  social  at  the 
Hodgkiss  home.  Thirty-two  were  present  for  a 
finger  supper,  President's  slides,  and  fun  songs. 

Sunday  the  10th  we  were  fortunate  enough  to 
hold  two  sessions  of  conference.  We  had  22 
attend  the  morning  session  and  19  attend  the 
afternoon  session. 

President's  visit  was  very  successful  and 
certainly  uplifting  to  us  here.  We  would  like  to 
thank  the  Frosts  for  the  use  of  their  car  and  all 
the  members  for  their  wonderful  hospitality. 

We  now  have  a  lovely  little  school  chapel  to 
meet  in.  Our  first  Sacrament  meeting  was  held 
September  23rd.  The  Lord  has  blessed  us 
abundantly  and  we  truly  thank  Him  for  this 
with  all  our  hearts. 
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MOWBRAY  BRANCH 

Branch  President:      Alwin   Hubert, 

129  Beach  Road,  Mouille  Point. 
Branch  Reporter:  Sister  Beatrice  E.  Smith. 

The  M.I. A.  sponsored  a  splendid  programme 
at  the  Speech  and  Music  Festival  on  Tuesday, 
28th,  August.  Those  taking  part  made  us  feel 
that  the  power  of  speech  and  music  played  a 
very  important  role  in  the  propagation  of  the 
Gospel  of  Christ.  A  special  word  of  thanks  is 
due  to  Brother  Don  Park  and  Sisters  Anastasia 
Vandoros  and  Odessa  Geldenhuys  for  the  work 
which  they  put  into  the  preparation  and  presen- 
tation of  this  programme. 

The  Rummage  Sale  which  was  held  the  1st 
September  raised  the  Relief  Society  Fund  13 
pounds.  We  thank  all  those  who  donated 
rummage  and  time,  to  make  this  sale  a  success. 

Our  evening  service  on  the  2nd  September  was 
very  beautiful.  We  had  the  privilege  of  hearing 
both  President  and  Sister  Duncan,  and  three 
lovely  numbers  by  the  Choir. 

At  M.I.A.  on  Tuesday,  4th,  we  listened  to  a 
tape-recording  from  Brother  James  Vigus 

We  expressed  our  very  sincere  sympathy  with 
Borther  Gilbert  and  sister  Joan  Osborne  on  the 
death  of  Mr.  Osborne.  Sympathies  are  also 
extended  to  Sister  Nan  Heath  and  family  on  the 
death  of  Mr.  Edward  Heath.  May  the  Lord 
comfort  these  families  in  their  time  of  sorrow. 

We  extend  our  deepest  sympathy  to  Sister 
Nora  Duncan  on  the  death  of  her  mother.  She 
has  a  special  interest  in  our  prayers  at  this  time, 
as  we  realize  the  poignancy  of  this  bereavement 
when  she  is  so  far  from  her  home.  May  God 
bless  her  and  comfort  her  in  her  sorrow. 

Members  of  the  M.I.A.  worked  very  hard  this 
month  in  preparation  for  the  Gold  and  Green 
Ball.  The  theme  of  the  dance  was  "OUTER 
SPACE,"  and  our  destination  for  the  evening 
was  MIAtania— the  j oiliest  planet  of  them  all. 
Planets  (unknown  to  the  astronomer)  floated 
overhead;  space-ships  and  rockets  zoomed  their 
way  on  the  pictured  walls.  Lovely  music  was 
provided  by  Bobby  Ackerman's  band;  the  floor 
show  was  very  well  done  by  a  group  of  Highland 
dancers.  During  the  floor  show  refreshments 
were  served  by  a  bevy  of  space-maidens.  We 
thank  all  of  those  who  worked  so  hard  to  make 
this  such  a  merry  evening. 

Our  prayers  and  good  wishes  go  with  Sister 
Johanna  Fourie,  who  has  entered  hospital  for  a 
further  operation.  We  trust  that  she  will  recover 
quickly  and  be  back  with  us. 

EAST  LONDON  BRANCH 

Branch  President:     A.  J.  Corrigan, 

10  Bamburgh  Road,  Stirling. 
Branch  Reporter:     Sister  R.  K.  Hall. 

The  branch  celebrated  the  public  holiday  at 
the  beginning  of  the  month  with  a  very  enjoy- 
able picnic  held  at  the  Gonuhie  River  site.  The 
weather  was  perfect  and  the  food  plentiful. 


The  branch  was  privileged  to  hear  talks  from 
both  Brother  and  Sister  Muir  during  their  brief 
visit.  We  all  realise  anew  our  responsibility 
regarding  genealogical  work  and  hope  to  make 
more  progress  in  that  direction  than  we  have 
to  date. 

Two  of  our  young  members,  Lynn  van  der 
Merwe  and  Geraldine  Randall,  went  to  hospital 
to  have  their  tonsils  removed  during  the  month 

It  is  with  deep  regret  that  we  report  the  death 
of  Brother  Toughey.  We  extend  our  sympathies 
to  Sister  Toughey  and  family. 

BENONI BRANCH 

Branch  President:    John  II.  AdendorfT, 

9  Sumerset  Avenue,  Benoni,  Transvaal. 
Branch  Reporter:     Sister  Ann  Coetzee. 

On  the  2nd  we  enjoyed  a  special  service  with 
Genealogy  as  the  theme.  The  programme  was 
greatly  enhanced  by  a  solo  rendered  by  Sister 
Jean  McGill.  We  had  a  visit  from  the  District 
Presidency  and  were  also  honoured  with  the 
presence  of  Elder  Hubbard  from  Cape  Town. 
His  visit  was  very  profitable  to  us. 

The  3rd  being  a  public  holiday,  the  Branch 
had  a  picnic  and  games  outing.  Most  of  the 
members  played  softball  and  as  a  result  of  not 
being  accustomed  to  such  strenuous  exercise, 
were  hopelessly  stiff  the  following  day. 

We  are  happy  and  thankful  to  report  that 
there  is  no  one  on  the  sick  list. 

DURBAN  BRANCH 

Branch  President:     J.  M.  Jakins, 

P.O.  Box  3,  Montclair,  Durban. 
Branch  Reporter:     Sister  Joyce  Wahlburn. 

A  final  spurt  in  the  Building  Fund  consisting 
of  an  all-day  fair  in  the  Berea  Park,  a  Jumble 
Sale,  a  Bob  Hop,  and  a  gift  of  £10  from  the 
Pieterma-itzburg  Branch,  resulted  in  our  raising 
the  final  figure  for  our  Chapel.  On  the  12/9/56, 
exactly  two  years  from  starting  point,  we  had 
completed  our  payment.  We  gratefully  acknow- 
ledge the  hand  of  the  Lord  in  the  fulfilling  of 
this  assignment. 

A  baptismal  service  was  held  the  8  September 
We  welcome  into  the  Church  Sister  Ida  Berkin- 
stock,  our  choir  leader;  Brother  and  Sister 
Petherbridge;  and  Sister  Allen  of  P.M.B.  Branch. 

Christoffel  Francois,  son  of  Sister  Mavis  Webb, 
was  blessed  on  the  2  September. 

A  son,  Robert  Gordon,  was  born  to  Sister  Mary 
Wiblin  on  the  30  August. 

Due  to  overwork  our  very  active  President 
Jakins  spent  a  most  reluctant  spell  in  Hospital. 

Sister  June  Minnaar  is  in  the  Springfield 
Hospital,  and  Brother  Nell  was  in  a  local  Nursing 
Home  for  a  short  while. 

Our  Branch  Conference  was  held  on  the  3 
September. 

On  Settlers  Day  the  M.I.A.  sponsored  a  delight- 
ful outing  to  Chakas  Rock. 

Welcome  visitors  to  our  Branch  this  month, 
were  Brother  and  Sister  .Tex  Smith,  Brother 
and  Sister  Muir  and  family,  and  Brother  Clive 
Nicolls.  all  of  Ramah. 
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